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INFORMATION ABOUT LOCAL FUNDING TO ADDRESS
ENROLLMENT GROWTH AND UPDATE LOCAL HIGH SCHOOLS
Addressing Growing Student Enrollment
Our high schools are among the best in the nation, but we face significant
overcrowding due to years of accelerated enrollment growth. Based on the enrollment
in our local elementary schools today, our high schools will need to educate at least
500 additional students in the next few years, with dozens more high-density housing
developments on the horizon.

Moreover, aging classrooms, labs and educational technology at each of our campuses
are in need of repair and modernization to support 21st‑century learning. Updates are
needed to support key subjects like science, technology, engineering, arts and math,
which prepare students for success in college and future careers.

A Plan for the Future
Over the past year, Mountain View Los Altos High
School District (MVLA) has worked closely with our
community to complete a comprehensive Facilities
Master Plan to address school facilities’ needs and
sustained enrollment growth in our schools. Through
regular public board meetings, site meetings and a
district-wide survey, we worked with our community
to develop a long-term solution for current and future
students. As a result of this process, we know that a local
source of funding is needed.

School Facilities Improvement Measure
to Update Our High Schools

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE UPCOMING
HIGH SCHOOL FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT MEASURE

On February 5, the MVLA Board of Trustees
unanimously voted to place a $295-million bond
measure on the June 5, 2018 ballot. This proposed
local source of funding would help combat growing
enrollment in our district and upgrade aging
classrooms, labs and school facilities. Bonds issued
pursuant to the measure would be repaid annually by
local property taxes at the estimated rates outlined
in the Sample Ballot to the right for as long as bonds
are outstanding.

Local Funds Would Support Identified School Needs
n Add classrooms to accommodate growing student
enrollment and prevent overcrowding
n Provide facilities to expand programs in science,
technology, engineering, arts and math

n Update aging classrooms and replace old roofs, outdated
plumbing and inefficient wiring and electrical systems to
meet modern safety standards
n Expand libraries, cafeterias and other student support
facilities to accommodate growing student enrollment
n Equip classrooms and labs with 21st-century
learning technology

Required Fiscal Accountability Provisions
Are Written into the Measure
n By law, all funds would stay within MVLA schools and could
not be taken away by the state or federal governments

Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District
School Facilities Improvement Measure
“To improve neighborhood high schools by
expanding classrooms, science labs, libraries/
student support facilities to accommodate
growing enrollment; modernizing science,
technology, engineering, arts/math classrooms
for 21st-century learning; and repairing,
upgrading/constructing classrooms/school
facilities; shall Mountain View-Los Altos Union
High School District issue $295,000,000 of
bonds at legal rates with citizen oversight/audits,
averaging $18 million raised annually for bonds
until approximately 2039, from rates estimated
at $0.03 per $100 assessed valuation, with all
funds exclusively for local schools?”

n The measure includes a detailed project list outlining
repairs and upgrades at each school
n No funds could be used for administrators’ salaries
or benefits
n Independent citizens’ oversight and annual audits
are required

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ABOUT UPCOMING SCHOOL FACILITIES IMPROVEMENT MEASURE
How are high schools in Mountain View and Los Altos performing?
Mountain View Los Altos High School District (MVLA) is proud to offer innovative, award‑winning
programs that prepare our students for college and jobs of the future. Parents and community
members tell us that our neighborhood high schools are critical to the strength of our communities.
In fact, the District has been consistently ranked among the top public school districts nationwide.
Between Mountain View and Los Altos High Schools, 98% of graduating seniors go on to
post-secondary education. Great schools help keep our students on the path to future success
and increase property values for our entire community.
How has enrollment growth affected our schools?
Due to years of sustained enrollment growth, which is projected to continue, our schools face
significant overcrowding. Within the next few years, MVLA will need to accommodate at least 500
additional students based on current enrollment in local elementary schools, with dozens more
high-density housing developments on the horizon. In order to address this growth and prevent
overcrowding, we need to expand classrooms, labs, libraries and other student support facilities.

What is the current state of our classrooms, labs and school facilities?
While some of our high school facilities have been upgraded recently, others have not. Aging
facilities at each of our campuses are in need of repair and modernization. Old portable classrooms
cannot support modern instructional methods in key subjects like science, technology, engineering,
arts and math. Basic repairs and increased access to up-to-date educational technology would help
ensure that local teachers can continue providing the outstanding academic instruction that sets our
schools apart.
How does MVLA plan to address these needs in our schools?
After completing a comprehensive Facilities Master Plan and hosting regular public board meetings
to determine a plan to address enrollment growth in our schools, the MVLA Board of Trustees
unanimously voted to place a $295-million bond measure on the June 5, 2018 ballot.
What level of support is required to pass a bond measure?
At least 55% of voters who cast a ballot on the measure must vote “Yes” for the bond to pass.

Can’t we rely on the state to address these needs?
Although we are grateful for some improvement in school funding at the state level, we are still not
back to pre-recession levels and we cannot rely on Sacramento to be a stable, consistent source
of funding.
Who is eligible to vote on the measure?
All registered voters in the Mountain View Los Altos High School District will be eligible to vote on
the measure.
How can I register to vote or learn more about voting?
You can register to vote at www.registertovote.ca.gov. You may vote via absentee ballot or in
person at your polling place on June 5. Absentee ballots will be mailed the week of May 7. To find
out more about voting, please contact the Santa Clara County Registrar of Voters at (408) 299-VOTE
or visit www.SCCGov.org/sites/rov.

